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Board of Commissioner’s Regular Meeting

April 08, 2013
Minutes
Those attending were:

Mayor Walter Gardner



Robert Davie, Town Administrator

Commissioner Palmer “Woody” King

Bill Perkinson, Public Works Director
Commissioner Kimberly Harding

Dustin Peoples, Police Officer

Commissioner Mary Hunter


Jennifer Harris, Warren Record

Commissioner Margaret Britt


Sonya Sikes, Minutes

Commissioner George “Al” Fleming

Commissioner Julius Banzet

There were 2 citizens present.

Call to Order/Minutes/Agenda

Mayor Gardner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. followed by a moment of silence and the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Proposed Agenda was presented with Commissioner Fleming requesting the board hold a closed session, regarding a personnel issue, at the end of the regular meeting.   A motion to accept the Proposed Agenda with the closed session addition was made by Commissioner Banzet and a second by Commissioner King.  The vote to approve was unanimous.
Public Comments

Public Comments were made by Commissioner Banzet and Commissioner Britt.  Both Commissionerss expressed their displeasure of the Board’s vote approving the sale of beer at Spring Fest.
Consent Agenda

A. Minutes of Board meeting March 11, 2013

B. Year-to-Date Revenue and Expenditure Reports (Budget vs. Actual)

C. Monthly Checks Report

D. Public Works Monthly Report

E. WWTP Monthly Report

F. Police Activity Report

Consent Agenda accepted by motion from Commissioner Banzet with a second by Commissioner King.  The vote to approve was unanimous.

Committee Reports

Finance and Administration

Commissioner Hunter reported the Finance Committee met recently concerning a revolving loan application submitted by Craig and Denise Allen for the re-opening of Crown Cleaners.  The loan amount requested is $8500.00 for the repair of existing equipment and purchase of new equipment.  It is the recommendation of the Finance Committee that the Board approve the loan request.  Mr. Robert Davie stated the terms of the loan would be 7 years with an interest rate matching the published rate in the Wall Street Journal at the time of the loan.  Mr. Davie reported payments on an existing loan held by the Town are being made per the agreement.  Commissioner Hunter advised Board approval of the loan requested by the Allen’s would bring the current loan fund balance to $16,500.00.  With the first motion for this item being made by the Finance Committee, a second motion to accept was made by Commissioner Banzet. The vote to approve was unanimous. 
Public Works

Commissioner Harding stated Bill Perkinson’s report had been submitted and all looked good.  

Public Safety

Commissioner Banzet noted Chief Goble Lane was not able to attend this meeting; however, Officer Dustin Peoples was attending on behalf of the police department.  Commissioner Banzet reported there is no additional information to be added to the written report.  This was confirmed by Officer Peoples.

Human Resources/Information Technology

Information Technology:  Robert Davie reported the Town’s recent software upgrade was progressing.  The transition has not been without issues; however, the issues are being resolved and we are moving forward.
Human Resources:  Commissioner Fleming reminded the Board there would be a closed session held at the end of this meeting.  

Revitalization/Historical

Commissioner King reminded the Board of the following upcoming events:


Small Town Main Street Meeting
04/16/2013 at 6 p.m.


Revitalization Meeting


04/16/2013 at 7 p.m.


Spring Fest



04/27/2013

Commissioner King reported there would be a good variety of vendors at Spring Fest.  Also, the Wounded Warrior Walk is scheduled to begin at 9 a.m. and should end at approximately 10 a.m.  A recognition ceremony will be held immediately following the race.

Beautification/Facilities
Commissioner Britt complimented Bill Perkinson and his department on the job being done cutting the grass and cleaning up the town for the upcoming Spring Fest.  Commissioner Britt went on to report she was having a meeting, in the upcoming week, with a representative from Progress Energy in reference to the sub-par work being performed by Asplundh pruning the trees away from the power lines.  Asplundh is a company contracted by Progress Energy to perform said job.  
Planning/Zoning/Annexation

Commissioner Mooring was not in attendance and no report was submitted.

Administrator’s Report

Mr. Robert Davie reported he is moving forward with the process of applying for the North Carolina Catalyst Grant in the amount of $500,000.  This grant will aid in the town hall renovation.  The grant requires the Town to hold two public hearings.  The first public hearing has been scheduled for 04/22/2013 at 6:45 p.m. with the second hearing being scheduled for 04/29/2013 at 6:30 p.m.  The purpose of the first hearing is to get input from the public and the second hearing is for the purpose of reporting the input gathered from the first meeting.  Mr. Davie is placing ads in The Warren Record announcing said meetings.
Mr. Davie reported the Rural Center grant is progressing well and the application is due on 05/15/2013.
Verizon Wireless has agreed to pay $8000 in new revenue for space on the King St. water tower.  Mitch Styers has looked over the agreement and approved said agreement.  A motion to accept the agreement was made by Commissioner King and a second by Commissioner Fleming.  The vote to approve was unanimous.  Mayor Gardner took a moment to commend Robert Davie on pursuing this matter with Verizon and bringing this new revenue to the Town of Warrenton.  Commissioner Fleming also commended Mr. Davie on a job well done.  

Mr. Davie reported he spoke with the USDA representative last week and was very encouraged with the Town’s chances of receiving the tree scape grant.  We may possibly have an answer by next week.  

The proposed budget will be presented in a workshop scheduled for 04/22/2013.

Old Business
Mayor Gardner stated in light of recent information he received he would like to submit a request that the recent vote to eliminate absentee voting be rescinded.  A motion to rescind said vote was made by Commissioner Fleming and a second by Commissioner Hunter.  The vote to rescind was unanimous. 

Mr. Robert Davie reported the timeline to submit bids for the new Town Hall roof has been extended due to extenuating circumstances.  The town needs to acquire more bids before submitting them to the Local Government Commission.

Commissioner Harding requested to readdress the North Carolina Catalyst Grant asking Mr. Davie if we have all the information needed to submit the grant.  Mr. Davie reported he had a conversation with a representative of the Kerr-Tar COG and was told it all looks good.

Commissioner Harding stated the minutes from the March 11, 2013 meeting stated there should have been a meeting of the Town Hall Renovation Steering Committee scheduled.  Mayor Gardner reported no meeting is to be scheduled at this time and the minutes from tonight’s meeting will stand as a correction. 

Commissioner Fleming made a motion to adjourn into closed session with a second by Commissioner Banzet.  Motion carried.

Commissioner Fleming made a motion to end the regular meeting with a second by Commissioner Banzet.  Motion carried.

