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Planning Board Called Meeting

July 17, 2015
Attending:

Bill Overby




Robert Davie (Town Administrator)
Walter Hurst




Will Brooks (Kerr-Tar presenter)
Robert Schuerch



Robert Alston (citizen)
John Blaylock




Debbe Speer (citizen)
Jeff Hardy






Call to Order/Opening Statements

Walter Hurst called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to consider two items: rezoning of existing solar farms from R-12 to Industrial and review updates to the zoning ordinances as prepared by Will Brooks of the Kerr-Tar Council of Governments.  Mr. Hurst called for a review of the prior meeting’s minutes and a motion to accept the minutes was made by John Blaylock with second by Bill Overby.  The motion was approved by a unanimous vote.    

Discussion

Mr. Davie summarized the Board of Commissioner’s desire to change the zoning on existing solar farms from R-12 to Industrial.  Robert Alston asked if property values might be affected.  Davie indicated that only existing solar farms or approved solar farms were being considered.  John Blaylock motioned to approve the zoning changes and Jeff Hardy seconded.  The motion was approved by a unanimous vote. 

Will Brooks presented suggested updates to the zoning ordinances, item by item, highlighting elements that were not in compliance with current state law.   (See attached list of proposed changes.)  Based on the recommended changes, the board asked Will Brooks to further address the following areas:
· 151.031 Send exact wording for riparian buffer

· Strike out portion referencing ground antennae for TV reception

· Correct the composition determination of the Planning Board

· Provide a definition for wireless towers

· Determine if tape recording of meetings is a requirement

· Clarify landowner and tenant notice for Attachment B

Walter Hurst called for questions and comments.  Hearing none, John Blaylock motioned to accept the changes to be prepared by Will Brooks and recommend to the Board of Commissioners the updates to the Zoning Ordinances.  Jeff Hardy seconded and the motion was approved by a unanimous vote.  Will Brooks noted that a public hearing must be scheduled prior to the BOC approval of the proposed changes.  

With no further business Mr. Hurst adjourned the meeting.  
