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July 25, 2013

Zoning Committee Meeting

In Attendance:

Robert Davie, Town Administrator



Jules Banzett, Commissioner

Mary Hunter, Commissioner




John Mooring, Commissioner

Sonya Sikes, Minutes

Citizens in Attendance:

Robert Schuerch





Tim Ennis

Susan King






Kathy Miller

Call to Order/Welcome/Agenda

Commissioner John Mooring called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. and welcomed those present.  Discussing and/or drafting a town ordinance in reference to backyard chickens was the only item on the agenda.

Meeting:

Commissioner Mary Hunter presented and read a guideline containing suggestions for discussion to those present.  After the guidelines were read Commissioner Mooring opened the floor for discussion.
Topic 1:

Susan King opened the discussion of placement of chicken coops by suggesting the coops be placed by distance from the back of a residence rather than from the property line.  King felt the proposed distance of 15 feet from a property line was not feasible for some homeowners.  Commissioner John Mooring stated the offset was not applicable to chicken coops because they are temporary structures.  However, said the purpose of the distance was to help promote peace between neighbors and alleviate any possible issues.

Robert Davie, Town Administrator, read an ordinance in reference to accessory uses.  The ordinance states an accessory cannot be within 10 feet of another structure and has to be at least 3 feet from the property line.  Ordinance 151.025G.  Commissioner Mary Hunter expressed concern that 3 feet would not be enough distance.  She gave an example of a patio being placed near the edge of someone’s property and then having a neighbor place a chicken coop 3 feet away.   General discussion of various distances from property lines followed.  John Mooring made a motion for the ordinance to follow the guidelines stated by Mr. Davie requiring chicken coops be located at least 3 feet from a property line and a 2nd was made by Jules Banzett.  The motion passed with a 2 -1 vote noting Mary Hunter as the nay vote.

Topic 2

Susan King addressed concern with the board limiting the number of chickens a citizen could possess.  For various reasons Ms. King believes the number should be unlimited.

Kathy Miller stated she owns 14 chickens at present.  All for the purpose of producing eggs.  Commissioner Mary Hunter stated she felt a limit of 10 was sufficient.  If a citizen owns more than 10 at the time the ordinance is adopted they would be “grandfathered” in.  Citizens grandfathered in could then come into compliance by not replacing chickens as they died until 10 was reached.  She voiced concern about the level of noise if the number of chickens is not limited.  Commissioner John Mooring said a limit was necessary.  He did not feel it had to be limited to 10, suggesting 15; however, felt if a limit was not set there may be individuals trying to start a commercial operation at their residence.

Mary Hunter made a motion to limit the number of chickens a resident can possess to 15 with a 2nd by John Mooring.  The vote was unanimous. 

Topic 3

There was a brief discussion concerning adding ducks to the list of birds not permitted.  It was agreed by all present the list of birds not permitted would be the following:  roosters, peacocks, and ducks.

Topic 4

Susan King would like to see wording in the ordinance that states chickens have to be confined rather than specifically stating they have to be in a coop or in a run.  She would like for the chickens to be able to “free roam” provided they are in a fenced yard. This re-opened discussion of the placement of the coop, runs, and distance from property lines.

Commissioner Jules Banzett expressed he was not satisfied with his vote for coops to be allowed within 3 feet of a property line and would like to rescind his earlier vote.  After some discussion the board members agreed to rescind the earlier vote.  Commissioner Jules Banzett made a motion requiring coops be at least 15 feet from any property line.  No 2nd was made and no vote was taken.

Conclusion/Adjournment

Discussion continued in an attempt to find the correct wording of the ordinance.  Mary Hunter suggested John Mooring write the ordinance based on today’s discussions and present it for approval at a future meeting.  John Mooring agreed and adjourned the meeting at 1:30 p.m.

